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Access To Recreation Brings Nature to You! 

Did you know? 

 The Department of Natural Resources has enhanced a 5,700-

linear-foot walking path that runs from Sterling State Park to the 

River Raisin Battlefield. There are two barrier-free viewing/fishing 

piers as well as the placement of interpretive audio and visual signs. 

 Monroe Charter Township has handicapped-accessible play-

ground equipment for two playgrounds at their 30-acre park behind 

the township hall on Dunbar Road. 

 There is a Sensory Garden at Veterans Park, located on N. Custer 

Road, that incorporates a Texture Garden, a Music Room, a Color 

Garden, a Motion Room, a Tactile Room, a Scented Garden, and a 

pond. 

 Interpretive historical and cultural stations were added to the Na-

varre-Anderson Trading Post, making the grounds more accessible 

and better utilized for all people. The Trading Post is located at the 

corner of N. Custer Road and Raisinville Road. 

Your Input Is Needed 

  The Michigan Department of 

Education, Office of Special Edu-

cation, is taking comments, 

questions/concerns, and sugges-

tions about improving special 

education via an open-ended 

survey available at: 

http://www.surveygizmo.com/

s3/2929464/MDE-OSE-FAPE 

  This is an opportunity for parents 

to give input on issues related to 

a Free Appropriate Public Edu-

cation. 

End of the 
Summer Dance 

FRIDAY, 

AUGUST 26th 
FROM 6 to 8 p.m. 

at Monroe Middle School, 

503 Washington Street 

 
LIGHT SNACKS PROVIDED! 

Bring your own beverage! 

Sponsored by 

MON-ARC of Monroe 
 



Here to serve you … 
 Staff Members: Wanda McCann, Rep Payee 

   Marge Burnett, Interim Executive Director 

 

  Office Hours:  Walk-in service - Mondays only 

   9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 

   All other days - Phone service only 

 

  Located at:  6021 Parkside Drive, Monroe, MI 

 

  Phone:  734.241.5881 

 

  Fax:   734.241.3694 

 

  E-mail:  arcmonroe@sbcglobal.net 

 

  Website:  www.monarcmonroe.org 

MON-ARC Board Members 
Maureen Dempsey 

Interim President 

 

Michael Brown 

Interim Vice President 

 

William Dashner 

Secretary 

 

Jeffrey Stoll 

Treasurer 

 

Heidi Jordan 

Fundraising Chair 

 

Kyrsten Niemiec 

Member-at-Large 

 

Susan Pickens 

Social Recreation Committee 

 

Board meetings are held on 

the 2nd Tuesday of every month 

at 6 p.m. at the MON-ARC office. 

Our Mission: The MON-ARC of Monroe, Inc., promotes the general welfare of all persons with developmental disabilities and their 

families through advocacy, counseling, education and community/program services. 

 

Life, Animated: Autism Documentary 

Now in Theaters 

   Life, Animated is the story of Owen Suskind, a young man who 

was unable to speak as a child until he and his family discovered 

a unique way to communicate by immersing themselves in clas-

sic Disney animated films. The film follows Owen as he enters 

adulthood and takes his first steps toward independence. As a 

child, owen was unable to connect with other people or to con-

vey his thoughts, feelings, or desires. Over time, through repeat-

ed viewings of Disney classics, Owen found useful tools to under-

stand complex social cues and to reconnect with the world. 

  Watch the trailer, find it in a theater near you, and check out 

The ARC’s conversation guide on-line to spark dialogue. The film 

opens Friday, August 19, at the State Theatre in Ann Arbor. The docu-

mentary runs 89 minutes and is rated PG. 

Free Cell Phone Program Available 

  Assurance Wireless is a federal Lifeline Assistance program provided by 
Virgin Mobile. Lifeline is a government benefit program supported by the 
federal Universal Service Fund. Enrollment is available to individuals who 
qualify based on federal or state-specific eligibility criteria. The Lifeline Assis-
tance program is available for only one wireless or wireline account per 
household. For more details, visit http://assurancewireless.com/Public/
Welcome/aspx 

 

 



MON-ARC Seeking Executive Director 

  MON-ARC has posted the following details in its search for an Executive Director to work at the MON-ARC office 

in Monroe: 

Salary: Competitive, dependent upon level of knowledge, skills and experience 

Reports to: Board of Directors, The MON-ARC of Monroe, Inc. 

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 

 Point of contact and voice of the MON-ARC of Monroe, Inc. Engage and partner with all of the community groups and organi-
zations whose work aligns with and complements ours. Participate actively in the community, serving as a leading voice in the 
advocacy movement. Develop strategic partnerships to support and advance the mission of the organization. 

STRATEGIC PLANNING 

 Create and/or update the strategic vision, mission, direction and plan for the future in coordination with the Board. 

 Develop and recommend plans for future expansion of programs and services of the organization. 

 Pursue and develop new avenues of funding for the ARC in coordination with the Board of Directors. 

 Organize, lead and manage staff and agency resources. 

LEADERSHIP 

 Engage with clients, staff, Board, members and external partners fully to understand the scope and scale of the people 
served, programs provided, operations, finances, organizational structure, resource development and external relationships to 
manage and direct the day-to-day activities of the agency. 

 The Executive Director acts to improve the general welfare of all persons with disabilities or mental illness. 

 The Executive Director will represent the agency as its chief executive officer in all dealings with other organizations, indi-
viduals and the general public. 

 Increase community awareness of the nature, the problems and the potential of intellectual developmentally disabled citizens 
and the programs and policies of the ARC to other agencies and lay groups through public speaking, preparation of  special ma-
terials such as pamphlets, brochures and reports and press releases to newspaper, radio and other mass media communication. 
See that ARC members and other citizens are kept apprised of recent program and legislative developments on federal, state 
and local levels. 

 Fiscal management to ensure adequate insurance coverage for all aspects of the association. 

BOARD RELATIONSHIPS 

 Maintain and support the Board of Directors and all Board committees to provide support and all necessary communication. 

 Actively work with the Board to support all activities in its governance and in its resource development responsibilities. 

 Assist the Board in the development of organizational policies to include: providing information to the  Board and bringing to 
its attention matters requiring policy clarification or revision. 

PROFESSIONAL QUALIFICATIONS 

 Bachelor’s Degree preferred (or equivalent experience). 

 Ability to establish sound working relationships and cooperative arrangements and partnerships with government agencies, 
other service agencies, and community groups required. 

 Ensures the Association operates in full compliance with appropriate regulations, ethical standards, and association policies 
and procedures. 

 Strong financial management skills, program development, and excellent positive/effective management skills. 

 Experience in developing budgets and the ability to operate within those financial expectations. 

 Experience working with Board of not-for-profit organizations and able to develop a strong relationship with the Board of 
Directors. 

 Experience representing organizations and their clients in the public eye. 

 Excellent written communication and public speaking skills. 

 Must be willing to work the occasional evening and/or weekend in the event of critical situations. 

Work schedule has some level of flexibility with 5 paid holidays. 

To apply, please send a resume and cover letter with 3 references to: monarcmonroejobs@gmail.com 



Pooled Amenities Trust: Details to Consider for the Future 

  Planning for the future is important, but many people put it off until it is too late because they: 

  Worry about getting or keeping public benefits, 

  Don’t think they will have enough money to worry about, 

  Have fears about the money being stolen by the people who are put in charge of it, 

  Don’t want to ask too much of family members. 

  Traditional special needs trusts hold money for a person with a disability but these trusts take a lot of money to 

set up, are very costly to maintain, and are hard to understand. 

  For families wondering what will happen to their loved one when they are gone, or people trying to figure out how 

to protect their own future, a pooled special needs trust is an easier and lower cost way to take care of these 

concerns. 

What is a pooled special needs trust? 

  Many people receive public benefits that put a strict limit on the amount of assets, or resources, that a person 

may have. A special needs trust offers a way to protect and manage resources for people with disabilities, with-

out risking their benefits. There are differences that make the pooled trust better than a traditional trust for 

many people, particularly for families of modest means. 

   The money in the trust is pooled (put together) and invested. 

  Because the money is pooled, the investments earn more and the cost of management is lower. 

  Even though the money is pooled for investment, each person’s money and expenses are kept track of 

    separately. 

  Pooling makes it possible to join the trust with less money. Other special needs trusts, which are set up 

    with banks or trust companies, can take $300,000 - $500,000 to start. 

   A pooled trust must be run by a non-profit organization. 

  For more than 60 years, The ARC Michigan, a trusted non-profit organization, has worked to serve 

    the needs of people with disabilities and their families. 

  As a non-profit, The ARC Michigan is able to keep costs low. 

   There are many laws that the pooled trust must follow to keep the money safe. 

Who can put money in a trust account? 

  People who have money (such as from a sale, legal case, or will) that might cause them to lose their public bene-

fits, can set up an account for themselves. Parents, family members, or others can set up or contribute to a trust 

account, during their lives, as part of a will, with life insurance, or through another trust.  

What can the trust money buy? 

  The money may only be spent on the person named in the trust account, but it can be spent on almost anything 

he/she needs, or that will make him/her happier or more comfortable. The money cannot be spent on things (like 

cash, rent or groceries) that would cause the person to lose his/her benefit check or Medicaid. Examples of things 

that the money can be spent on include home modifications, education, clothing, pets, vacations, transportation, 

furnishings, entertainment, etc. 

How can my family or I join The ARC Michigan Pooled Amenities Trust? 

  The person (or their family member) fills out a document called a Joinder Agreement. The Joinder Agreement 

may also be added to wills or trusts as people do estate planning. 

There are many benefits to The ARC Michigan pooled trust: 

 No need to call on family members to act as bankers.    Easy to set up. 

 A trusted organization working for you.      Easy to use. 

 No need to choose between public benefits and a more secure future. 

To get more information about The ARC Michigan Pooled Amenities Trust, call 1.800.292.7851. 



 

About AmazonSmile … a new way to donate to The ARC! 

What is AmazonSmile? 

AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way for you to support your favorite charitable organization every time you shop, 

at no cost to you. When you shop at smile.amazon.com, you’ll find the exact same low prices, vast selection and conven-

ient shopping experience as Amazon.com, with the added bonus that Amazon will donate a portion of the purchase 

price to your favorite charitable organization. You can choose from early one million organizations to support. 

How do I shop at AmazonSmile? 

Simply go to smile.amazon.com from the web browser on your computer or mobile device. You may also want to add a 

bookmark to smile.amazon.com to make it even easier to return and start your shopping at AmazonSmile. 

Which products of AmazonSmile are eligible for charitable donations? 

Tens of millions of products on AmazonSmile are eligible for donations. You will see eligible products marked “Eligible for 

AmazonSmile donation” on their product detail pages. Recurring Subscribe-and-Save purchases and subscription renew-

als are not currently eligible. 

Can I use my existing Amazon.com account on AmazonSmile? 

Yes, you use the same account on Amazon.com and AmazonSmile. Your shopping cart, Wish List, wedding or baby regis-

try, and other account settings are also the same. 

How do I select a charitable organization to support when shopping AmazonSmile? 

On your first visit to AmazonSmile (smile.amazon.com), you need to select a charitable organization to receive donations 

from eligible purchases before you begin shopping. It will remember your selection, and then every eligible purchase you 

make at smile.amazon.com will result in a donation. 

Can I change my charity? 

Yes, you can change your charity any time. Your AmazonSmile purchases after the change count towards your newly se-

lected charity. To change your charity, sign in to smile.amazon.com on your desktop or mobile phone browser and simply 

select “Change your Charity” in “Your Account”. 

What charities can I choose from? 

You can choose from almost one million eligible 501(c)(3) public charitable organizations. 

How much of my purchase does Amazon donate? 

The AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price from your eligible AmazonSmile purchases. The pur-

chase price is the amount paid for the item minus any rebates and excluding shipping and handling, gift-wrapping fees, 

taxes, or service charges. From time to time, there may be special, limited time promotions that increase the donation 

amount on one or more products or services or there may be additional donations provided to charitable organizations. 

Special terms and restrictions may apply. Please see the relevant promotion for complete details. 

Can I receive a tax deduction for amounts donated from my purchases on AmazonSmile? 

Donations are made by the AmazonSmile Foundation and are not tax-deductible by you. 

 

Many thanks … 

Tech Experts, located at 15347 S. Dixie Highway in Monroe, has 

provided special support and help to MON-ARC.  

(734)457-5000  Website: www.mytechexperts.com 



 

The MON-ARC of Monroe, Inc. 
Board/Committee Member Nomination Form 

I hereby nominate: (Please print or type.) 

Name of Nominee: _____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Home Address: _________________________________________________________________________________________ 

City: ___________________________________________ State: _______ Zip Code: ______________________________ 

Home Telephone: ______________________________ Cell Telephone: _______________________________________ 

Work Telephone: _______________________________ 

E-mail Address: _________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

NOMINATED FOR 

The office of: ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Submitted by: _________________________________ Telephone: ___________________________________________ 

E-mail Address: __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Has this person been contacted to determine his/her interest in being nominated? _____ Yes _____ No 

Please mail this completed form by Sept. 5, 2016 to the MON-ARC office at 6021 Parkside Drive; 

Monroe, MI  48161. 

Thank you for your nomination! 

Wandering Bill Gains Senate Approval 

  The U.S. Senate has unanimously approved legislation to provide tracking devices and other resources 

to help kids with autism and developmental disabilities at risk or wandering. 

  With a voice vote, the Senate passed the bill known as Kevin and Avonte’s Law. The measure authoriz-

es the U.S. Department of Justice to provide grants to law enforcement agencies to pay for electronic 

tracking devices for those with developmental disabilities who are prone to bolting. 

  Under the Senate bill, $2 million would be directed annually to the program, which would include 

tracking devices as well as training and other efforts to address wandering. The measure expands an ex-

isting federal program that provides resources to people with Alzheimer’s disease who have a tendency 

to elope. 

  Similar legislation was first proposed in 2014 by U.S. Senator Check Schumer, D-N.Y., in response to 

the death of Avonte Oquendo who had autism and went missing from his New York City school. The pro-

posal languished until this spring when Schumer gained the support of Senator Chuck Grassley, R-Iowa, 

for a slightly revised version. Even with the Senate’s green light, the bill must pass the U.S. House of 

Representatives and be signed by the President in order to become law.  - by Shaun Heasley 



 

Give a Gift in Honor of Someone Special 
With the MON-ARC of Monroe, you have the opportunity to honor a 

special person or make a memorial donation by helping to make a 

difference in the  lives of people with developmental disabilities in 

Monroe County. 

Honor Gift ... 

  Wondering what to give the person who has everything? Celebrate your spouse’s birthday, parents’ an-

niversary, friend’s wedding or retirement with an alternative gift to the MON-ARC of Monroe, Inc. in 

their honor. It’s a meaningful way to pay tribute and show how much they mean to you. 

Memorial Gift … 

  A memorial gift is a beautiful testament to the life of a beloved family member or friend who has 

passed on.  It can be just the right way to express compassion to someone who has experienced a loss. 

  After you have made your contribution in memory or in honor, an acknowledgement letter will be sent 

to the person(s) you designate. We do not specify the amount of the donation unless you request it, and 

you may customize your message to the recipient. Memorial and tribute donations to the MON-ARC of 

Monroe, Inc., are fully tax-deductible as provided by law. 

  If you would like to send a check, please enclose a note indicating the name of the deceased or honoree; 

the name and address of the person you wish us to contact concerning the donation; and who it is from. 

We will send out a tribute care to the person you have indicated. Please send your check to: The MON-

ARC of Monroe, Inc.; 6021 Parkside Drive; Monroe, MI  48161. If you have any questions, please call 

the office at 734.241.5881. 

Mr. & Mrs. James Gerber 

Diana Gilbertson 

Chuck & Sue Leibenguth 

Floyd & Anna Martin 

Carol Miletti 

Dale Miller 

Susan Miller 

James & Patricia Nusbaum 

Ted & Mary Ann Reed 

John & Cherie Shields 

Dale & Lynde Wollace 

 

NEW MEMBERS: 

Elsie Wray 

Julie McDaniels 

Fran Toth 

 

RENEWALS: 

Marjorie Achinger 

Edward & Carolyn Alston 

Michael Brown 

James Carter 

Bill Dashner 

Maureen Dempsey 

 

We appreciate our 
new and renewal 

members! 



 

 MEMBERSHIP FORM 

PLEASE PRINT: 

Name: ________________________________________ Address: _________________________________________ 

City: __________________________________________ State: _______ Zip: ________________________________ 

Phone (Home): ________________________________ Phone (Cell): _____________________________________ 

E-mail: _____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Please check all the apply:   Parent/Guardian   Developmentally Challenged Person 

 Sibling/Family   Community Member  Education/Professional Staff 

 Friend    Business/Organization  ARC Staff/Board Member 

Membership in the MON-ARC for one year: 

 Individual/Family Membership $  25.00  Person with Developmental Challenges $ 10.00 

 Silver Membership   $  50.00  Additional Contribution to MON-ARC $______ 

 Gold Membership   $ 100.00 

 Patron    $ 200.00 My total gift to MON-ARC (Tax Deductible) $______ 

Send to MON-ARC; 6021 Parkside Drive: Monroe, MI  48161. 

     For Office Use Only: 

     Date Rec: ___________ Amt. Rec: ________________ Ck. #__________ Recorded by: ________________ Mem. Comm. _________ 

MON-ARC of Monroe, Inc. 
6021 Parkside Drive 

Monroe, MI  48161 

 

Affiliated with: 

The ARC U.S. 

The ARC Michigan 

 

Proud to be a United Way agency. 

Community Partner 


